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Plutarch

Theseus, Lycurgus, Solon

1. (1) What does Plutarch say regarding the veracity of the history surrounding Theseus?

2. (2) How did Aegeus make way for his illegitimate son to prove his identity?
3. (8-10) What was the tribute paid to Minos and how was it brought to an end? 

4. (13-14) Why does Theseus’ galley become fodder for later philosophical discussions?
5. (14-16) What measures did Theseus employ to centralize the people of Attica in Athens?

6. (19-20) How did the celebrated friendship between Theseus and Pirithous begin? 

7. (21-22) What is the derivation of our word “academy”?
8. (52-53) What method does Plutarch use to compose the history of Lycurgus?

9. (54-55) Why did the people “wonder at his noble and just spirit”?

10. (55) How did Thales prepare the way for the discipline introduced by Lycurgus?

11. (57) What was the first and greatest change made by Lycurgus?

12. (58) Why did Theopompus say the regal power would be greater for it will last longer?

13. (59) What was the second and most hazardous change made by Lycurgus?

14. (60) How did Lycurgus plan to defeat their avarice (i.e. their greed)?

15. (60) How did luxury die away in Sparta?

16. (60-61) What was the third and most masterful stroke of Lycurgus?

17. (64) Why did he say they should not make war often or long with the same enemy?

18. (66-67) What is Lycurgus’ view of adultery and what does it say about his morality?

19. (68) What was the primary purpose for the method used to educate their children?

20. (73) What did the Spartans do after they had routed an enemy and why?

21. (75) What place did mirth play in the Spartan way of life?

22. (79) What reasons are given by Plutarch for Sparta gaining the obedience of Greece? 
23. (107) How did Solon overcome his family’s early misfortunes to become a great man? 

24. (109) What were Anarcharsis’ criticisms of democracy?
25. (109-110) How did Thales attempt to show Solon the futility of worldly pleasures?

26. (110) What qualifications did Plutarch make regarding Thales’ philosophy?

27. (114) What were the main points of contention between the rich and poor?

28. (115) Were Solon’s laws the best and how did he get the Athenians to accept them?

29. (119) Why did Solon abolish dowries?
30. (122, 126) Why was Solon against theatrical productions? 
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